


Letter from Executive Director

Greetings,

As I approach my fi rst anniversary as the Executive Director of Alliance Medical Ministry, I wanted to take this opportunity 
to thank you for making 2009 a resounding success. It has been a blessing to work in concert with our staff, volunteers 
and partners to deliver quality, accessible and affordable care to so many uninsured in Wake County. 

We ended 2009 with 10,179 patient visits, up 5% from the 9,685 visits in 2008. The last three months of the year we 
averaged approximately 1,000 visits per month. Given the growing uninsured in Wake County, the current patient visit 
rate and the expansion of several programs described below, we anticipate total patient visits in 2010 will increase by 
over 20% and exceed 12,000 encounters. While fundraising for 2009 was challenging, we had a strong 4th quarter and 
our total 2009 revenue fell only 5% from 2008, while our expenses remained fl at year-over-year.  

The positive momentum from Q4 has already continued in early 2010 with the expansion of several core programs. In 
December we were awarded $162,000 grant by the NC Department of Rural Health and Community Care in partnership 
with the Capital Care Collaborative and Urban Ministries / Open Door Clinic (ODC). The program goal is to add additional 
capacity to the Alliance Acute Care Clinic to provide uninsured Open Door Clinic patients, regardless of their work status, 
with access to same-day care. The expanded acute care hours and referral partnership with ODC will directly benefi t 
patients seeking immediate treatment for minor conditions that would likely go without care or end up at area emergency 
rooms without this option. 

Also in December, we received a grant from the Kate B. Reynolds Charitable Trust to increase funding for our pharmacist 
position. Dr. Nicole Emswiler, our part-time pharmacist since 2007, is now here on a full-time basis. The funding will 
directly benefi t our growing base of patients with chronic diseases, but even more importantly provides another gifted 
set of hands, a warm smile and a caring heart to support our patients.

Finally, when you have an opportunity to visit our clinic, you will see a different type of growth on the grounds of Alliance. 
In the fall, we planted our fi rst community garden. This spring, the front lawn will blossom yet again with vegetables, 
fruits and fl owers as we expand the garden. We are partnering with Interfaith Food Shuttle, local congregations, the 
Boys and Girls Club and families in the community around Alliance to design, build and sustain the garden. The produce 
will be given to Alliance patients and area families that help with the garden, and classes taught by registered dietitians 
will be offered to patients and families to encourage healthy food selection and preparation. 

I pray for God’s continued blessing on our collective work. 

Once again, thank you for being a key part of our success. 

Sean Harrison, Co-Founder & Executive Director

Mission of 
Alliance Medical Ministry

Alliance Medical Ministry is a faith-led medical ministry serving the 

uninsured working poor in need of affordable primary medical care.

Alliance is a registered 501 (c)(3) nonprofi t charitable corporation 

that relies on donations from individuals, corporations, the faith-

based community, and foundations to serve the uninsured working 

people of Wake County.

Alliance recognizes 
area youth for their 
service to the working 
uninsured

Enloe High School’s Eagle Productions, a group 

of students interested in a career in TV and fi lm 

production, created a high quality, thought-provoking 

piece on the mission of Alliance to provide care 

for the working uninsured. The video, available on 

YouTube under AMM’s new channel AMMNOW, 

showcases the importance of access to healthcare 

for the working uninsured of Wake County.  A 

feature article on this group will appear in our 

summer newsletter.

Members of the Enloe Key Club, including Jillian 

Vicario, daughter of Alliance’s Elisa Vicario, P.A., 

created beautiful walking stones for Alliance’s 

Community Garden. 

Trip Adams completed his Eagle Scout Project by 

making six handsome benches and placing them throughout the Alliance property to be enjoyed by staff and 

patients alike. 

Youth from Crossroads Fellowship in Raleigh cleaned and scrubbed the chairs in the fi rst and second fl oor 

waiting rooms and the boardroom. The cleaning was long overdue and made a signifi cant improvement in 

clinic appearance.

Thank you to all the youth who participated in these and other projects over the last few months. We value your 

participation in our ministry and your concern for our neighbors in need. Patient Feature:

Mr. Jessie Woodall
Mr. Woodall, a Clayton auto-mechanic, became a patient at 

Alliance nearly three years ago after a visit to WakeMed for 

pancreatitis revealed high blood pressure. Concerned this 

chronic issue would worsen, WakeMed referred Jessie to 

Alliance, where he began his care under Dr. Tara Lewis, 

who started him on blood pressure lowering medications 

and now sees him regularly for check-ups. Since then, his 

blood pressure has remained under control and he’s had no 

return visits to the emergency room. Jessie states, “No, I’ve 

never been back to WakeMed. There is no need. Everyone 

(at Alliance) is great. I have no complaints and appreciate 

the good care Dr. Lewis and the nurses provide.”  

Carolina Fonseca Named 
AMM Volunteer Angel
Carolina Fonseca came to AMM in August 2008 

and has been a faithful volunteer by all defi ni-

tions.  A native physician from Colombia, Carolina 

volunteered regularly in the clinic as interpreter 

and assisted providers with patients, all while 

completing the STEPS program as an Interna-

tional Medical Graduate.  Carolina recently ended 

her stay at Alliance to plan her wedding and move 

to Rhode Island this summer, where she has been 

accepted in a residency program. 

Carolina has been a blessing to patients and 

staff.   Her commitment at Alliance has been un-

wavering. She has invested hours in the clinic and 

assisted in multiple outreach events.  She always 

has a smile and genuine respect for everyone she 

comes in contact with and works with. Carolina is 

always willing to assist with any need in the clinic 

and works with a passion that benefi ts both our 

patients and staff. It has been a joy to have her 

with us as she prepares for an exciting new chap-

ter in her life. Carolina, you are and will always 

be our angel!

Alliance’s Volunteer Angel - Carolina Fonseca

Trip Adams sits atop one of the handcrafted benches
he made and donated to Alliance

Kate B. Reynolds 
Charitable Trust and BCBS 
of NC Foundation Expand 

Pharmacy Programs

Thanks to support from the 

Kate B. Reynolds Charitable 

Trust and the BCBS of North 

Carolina Foundation, Nicole 

Emswiler will become the 

fi rst full-time pharmacist for 

Alliance. After opening and 

running Alliance’s on-site 

pharmacy as a part-time 

employee for the last 2 years, Nicole will now be positioned 

to greatly enhance the programs available for patients. 

Her focus will be expanded to include patient education 

programs, effective utilization of medication, and specifi c 

programs for diabetic and hypertensive patients, including 

chronic disease management. Funding from the Kate B. 

Reynolds Charitable Trust and The Blue Cross Blue Shield of 

North Carolina Foundation will leverage Alliance’s ability to 

grow services for the coming years.  

A Special Thank you to Dr. Quincy Scott & Dr. Keith Meador 
After several years as a Board member and Vice Chair of the Alliance Medical Ministry Board, Dr. Quincy Scott has retired.  

Quincy served on the Board for eight years and was instrumental in guiding the early development of the clinic and the 

more recent expansion of Alliance. We thank Quincy for his service to the board, staff and patients of Alliance.     

Another long-time supporter and member of the Board of Directors of Alliance for six years, Dr. Keith Meador has 

accepted a position at the Vanderbilt University Medical School in Nashville, TN. Prior to his appointment at Vanderbilt, 

Keith was the Co- Director of the Center for Spirituality, Theology and Health at Duke University. His leadership helped 

keep Alliance focused on the key role faith and the faith community have in healthcare.  Keith will be missed and we wish 

him the best as he relocates to Nashville.   

Alliance Board Members Appointed
Earlier this year, two new community leaders joined the 

Alliance board of directors.  

Marc Newman is the Vice President of Institutional 

Advancement and Development for Saint Augustine’s 

College in Raleigh. He is responsible for all fundraising 

activities at the College, as well as the supervision of 

marketing, public relations, sponsored programs, cam-

pus radio and television stations, and the College’s Com-

munity Development Corporation. Mr. Newman attended 

the University of Illinois and Chicago State University and 

received a Masters in Business Administration from the 

University of Phoenix in 2006. His affi liations include the 

Association of Fundraising Professionals, 100 Black Men 

of America, Black’s in Development, D.A.R.E Plus and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. Marc and his 

family reside in Rolesville, NC.

As a business owner alongside her husband, Jamie Winston handles all sales and business devel-

opment at Phoenixx Systems, an IT placement fi rm in the Triangle. Prior to her work in recruiting, 

she spent several years at Wyeth Pharmacuticals, where she continually received top sales awards 

and recognition for her work. She and her family reside in Wake Forest, NC. 

Thanks to support from the 

Trust and the BCBS of North 

fi rst full-time pharmacist for 

Alliance. After opening and 

Marc Newman of St. Augustine’s College


